[Forced Sterilizations in Thuringia and Wuerttemberg 1933-1945].
Medical officers of public health departments played a key role in the implementation of the Law for the Prevention of Offspring with Hereditary Diseases (July 14, 1933). They made many reports, filed a majority of applications for sterilization and acted as an expert or a judge in the Eugenics Court. This article presents accurate figures on the consequences of this law in Thuringia and Wuerttemberg and identifies the causes for the great differences between these 2 federal states.